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Copley Medal from the Royal Society, the Prix Cuvier from the 
French Institute, the Brisbane Medal from the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, the Wollaston Medal, and other honours of the same 
kind. 

In 1869, Sir Roderick sustained a great loss by the death of 
Lady Murchison, his companion of more than half a century. 
The first visible sign of his own decay manifested itself in an 
attack of paralysis in the latter part of 1870. He was in a 
dangerous condition for some time, and he remained afterwards in 
a more or less delicate state of health. However, he was able 
occasionally to appear in public; but he was never thoroughly 
himself again, and was obliged to delegate to others the duty of 
Chairman at the meetings of the Royal Geographical Society. 
Two months before his death he was seized with loss of speech, 
accompanied with difiiculty in swallowing. These' unfavourable 
symptoms gradually subsided, aud his general health appeared to 
be restored to its usual state. But on Thursday, October 19, he 
caught a cold during a drive, which subsequently resolved itself 
into bronchitis. His constitution was not sufficiently strong to 
withstand this sudden attack, and he quietly sank under its 
influence. He passed peacefully away on the evening of Sunday, 
October 22, 1871, in the eightieth year of his age. 

“ Such has been the praiseworthy life of this illustrious man,” 
remarks a writer in the Athenceum; “and while his fellow- 
countrymen have long since pointed out with pride.* to the 
stranger the house where Murchison was born, there are moun¬ 
tains and rivers in distant lands which shall tell out his fame to 
future ages in tones far louder than could ever re-echo from the 
vaults of Westminster Abbey.” 

William Rutherford, LL.D. was for many years one of 
the mathematical masters at the Royal Military Academy, Wool¬ 
wich, and one always popular with his pupils. He was a 
mathematician of no mean rank, and his name is well known as 
the author of several mathematical pamphlets; one of which, on 
the solution of spherical triangles, is particularly w r orthy of 
notice. Dr. Rutherford was also a regular correspondent, both 
as proposer and solver of problems, to the Mathematical Section 
of the Lady and Gentleman's Diary , and his successful solutions 
of some of the most difficult questions gained him considerable 
notice among the readers of that once popular annual. He 
delighted in what he used to call a “ very pretty problem,” 
that is, in some question involving a delicate mathematical 
analysis; and of late years, when he was what he called “an 
idle man,” nothing pleased him more than to have submitted to 
him some question which, perhaps, might require a week’s work 
before a solution was arrived at. 

Dr. Rutherford had great skill as an instructor, his explana¬ 
tions being remarkable for their clearness. He also impressed on 
his pupils the necessity of their treating the study of mathematics 
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l^s a means to an end, and not of looking on it as a subject by 
lijtself. Thus all his teaching was of a most practical character,, 
l^and his mathematical examinations consisted of problems likely 
!|io occur to officers of the scientific branches of the army. He 
■ 5 was of a quiet disposition, and was ever ready to give any aid to 
Ipthose who desired assistance from his knowledge and experience. 

The Council of this Society had the advantage of the 
experience of Dr. Rutherford, as one of its members, during the 
interval between 1844 and 1857, and he served the office of 
„ Honorary Secretary in the two years 1845-6. He does not 
appear to have contributed to our Tra?isactio?is, although he was 
well versed both in the theoretical and ‘practical branches of 
astronomy. He was, however, always greatly interested in the 
investigations of some of his friends, and also in the principal 
subjects which occupied the attention of the Society during the 
time when he was an active member of the Council. 

Dr. Rutherford retired from his office in the Royal ‘Military 
Academy about eight years ago, after a very long service, and 
continued in the enjoyment of his usual good health until a few 
months preceding his death. He died at his residence, Mary on 
Road, Charlton, on the 16th of September, 1871, at the age of 
seventy-three. 

The Rev. Thomas William Weare was the eldest son of the 
late Colonel Thomas Weare, K.H., Aide-de-camp to the Queen, and 
was born on November 2, 1813. He graduated at Christ Church, 
Oxford, in 1836. Subsequently to this he became Second Master 
of Westminster School, whence he retired in 1861. It was 
during the period of the tenure of this office that he was elected 
to the Fellowship of our Society, such election taking place on 
June 12, 1857. At this period, and up to the time of his quitting 
London in 1861, he was an occasional visitor at our Meetings, 
but ceased after this to attend them. His last appearance among 
us was on February 11, 1870, on the occasion of the fiftieth anni¬ 
versary of the Society. He was appointed Rector of Isfield, in 
Sussex, in 1867; but mainly resided at his seat, Hampton House, 
in Herefordshire, for which county he was a Magistrate. He 
died at Speen, in Berkshire, on February 24, 1871. 


Proceedings of Various Observatories. 

Royal Observatory , Greenwich . 

The only change in the usual course of observations during 
the past year has been the substitution of the Water-Telescope 
for the Reflex Zenith-tube in the spring and autumn observations 
of y Draconis. 

The state of the reductions is highly satisfactory, the greater 
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